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The Scope of the SAM Problem

• The CDC estimates 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 13 boys experience sexual abuse during 
childhood

• Youth-to-youth sexual misconduct occurs at higher prevalence rate than adult-to-youth

• Adults with intellectual disabilities are sexually assaulted at a rate seven times higher than 
those without disabilities

• Experts suggest it is near impossible to ascertain he breadth of sexual violations in 
medicine

• Reported sexual assaults in US Military increased 13% in 2021

• Elders are three times more often to experience abuse

Information from the CDC, Office of Justice Programs, National Council on Aging, NPR, 

Associated Press, Atlanta Journal Constitution, Federation of State Medical Boards
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Stats from the CDC

Child sexual abuse refers to the 
involvement of a child (person less 
than 18 years old) in sexual activity 
that violates the laws or social taboos 
of society and that he/she:
• does not fully comprehend
• does not consent to or is unable to 

give informed consent to, or
• is not developmentally prepared for 

and cannot give consent to

Many cases are not reported, but 
research indicates:
• 1 in 4 girls experience sexual abuse
• 1 in 13 boys
• 91% of perpetrators are known and 

trusted by the child/family
• The total lifetime economic burden 

is $9.3 billion (estimated in 2015)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Consequences – from the CDC
Experiencing child sexual abuse can affect how a person thinks, acts, and feels over a 
lifetime. This can result in short- and long-term physical, mental, and behavioral health 
consequences.  Some examples are listed below.

Examples of behavioral consequences:

• substance use/misuse, including opioid 
misuse

• risky sexual behaviors, meaning sex 
with multiple partners or behaviors that 
could result in pregnancy or STIs

• increased risk for perpetration of sexual 
violence

• increased risk for suicide or suicide 
attempts

Examples of physical health consequences:

• sexually transmitted infections (STIs)
• physical injuries
• chronic conditions later in life, such as 

heart disease, obesity, and cancer

Examples of mental health consequences:

• depression
• posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

symptoms
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Consequences – from the CDC

Experiencing child sexual abuse can also increase a person’s risk for future 
victimization. For example, recent studies have found:
• Females exposed to child sexual abuse are at 2-13 times increased risk of sexual 

violence victimization in adulthood

• People who experienced child sexual abuse are at twice the risk for non-sexual 

intimate partner violence

Fast Facts: Preventing Child Sexual Abuse |Violence Prevention|Injury Center|CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childsexualabuse/fastfact.html
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AP News Report 

This 2017 Report is based on data from 2013-14

Stats revealed by AP investigation of student sex assaults | Schoolhouse sex 
assault | AP Explore | Associated Press

https://www.ap.org/explore/schoolhouse-sex-assault/stats-revealed-by-ap-investigation-of-student-sex-assaults.html
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Youth-to-Youth Sexual Abuse Statistics

• More than 33% of sexual offenses against children are committed by 
other children [5]

• The most common age range for peer sexual abuse is 12 to 14
• Youth-to-youth sexual abuse cases have a lower reporting rate than 

abuse that includes an adult perpetrator 

Youth To Youth Sexual Abuse | Praesidium (praesidiuminc.com)

See the full report for references
[5] Finkelhor, Ormrod, & Chaffin, 2009

https://www.praesidiuminc.com/youth-to-youth/#_ftn5
https://www.praesidiuminc.com/youth-to-youth/
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Youth-to-Youth Sexual Abuse Resource
Hackett Continuum of Harmful Behavior
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Facts from Child USA

• 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will 
be sexually abused

• 90% of perpetrators are known 
to the child

• 78% of sex abuse happens in 
the home

• 70% of rapes happen against 
children

• Only 7% of perpetrators are 
strangers

• The average lifetime cost of 
child maltreatment is $830,928 
per victim

• Maltreatment includes physical 
abuse, sexual abuse, emotional 
abuse and neglect

• The economic burden of abuse 
is estimated at $2 trillion 
annually – and nearly 1/3 of 
cases are never reported

www.childusa.org

http://www.childusa.org/


Recent Law Changes – ChildUSA.org
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Statute of 
Limitations 

Tracker from 
ChildUSA.org 
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Summary of Claims

Source: Public Risk Management Association Conference, 2022
Topic:  Public Sector Sexual Abuse Claims
Presenters:

Sarah H. Dearing, Esq., Genesis
Gary P. Seligman, Equ., Wiley Rein LLP
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Settlements Noted in the 2017 AP News Report
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Thank you for reviewing this material in preparation 

for our meeting on November 1 and 2.

We look forward to seeing you soon.


